
EMPOWERING YOUTH THROUGH STEM 
CAREER EXPLORATION

 

Michele Ritchlin, Executive Director
Emily Morgan, Moonshot Ohio Coordinator 



Increasing access to quality out-of-school time 
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higher education, and 
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Advocating for policy 
change and funding that 

supports STEAM learning 
in OST programs.



Goals for this Session
● Explore Moonshot Ohio Resources 
● Gain Strategies for Engaging Youth in STEM 

Career Exploration
● Identify Possible STEM Partners in Your Local 

Community



RESOURCES



Has an afterschool or summer 
STEM experience changed 
your life? Are you passionate 
about sharing your story to 
inspire others to explore 
STEM? The @STEMNext 
Flight Crew is looking for YOU! 
Amplify your voice and spark 
curiosity in STEM—apply now 
for the 2025 Flight Crew:

https://stemnext.org/flight-crew/

https://stemnext.org/flight-crew/




 

Join the Technovation Mini-Challenge
Your students will identify real-world problems, brainstorm solutions, design an 
app prototype, and pitch their ideas like future CEOs! 

What’s Included?
●  4 action-packed 1-hour sessions
●  A final Pitch Celebration 
●  Everything you need—lesson plans, materials & slides!

Two versions:
 Tech Version (basic coding + devices needed)
 Unplugged Version (no devices required)



https://discovere.org/programs/engineers-week/


https://discovere.org/engineering-careers/






https://makingohio.com/


Professional Development 
Opportunities







https://www.oanohio.org/moonshot-ohio

Join



Career Exploration Activities



Sample Lesson: Connecting Careers to Self

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1j6WfFcTMUlIfxMmRaN7ykDhwKr8wYguU/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=112956541316252534607&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://www.jff.org/idea/possible-futures-career-exploration-curriculum/




https://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Career-Tech/Career-Connections/Career-Advising-Policy/Overview-and-the-Foundations-of-Career-Advising/National-Career-Clusters

https://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Career-Tech/Career-Connections/Career-Advising-Policy/Overview-and-the-Foundations-of-Career-Advising/National-Career-Clusters


https://ohiomeansjobs.ohio.gov/wps/wcm/connect/gov/fc0f2c5c-37df-41ae-8a24-140ec235dac3/Career+Clusters.pdf?MOD=AJPERES&CVID=nwiqdpm
https://ohiomeansjobs.ohio.gov/wps/wcm/connect/gov/fc0f2c5c-37df-41ae-8a24-140ec235dac3/Career+Clusters.pdf?MOD=AJPERES&CVID=nwiqdpm






Connecting with Local 
Business & Industry



● All Ohio school districts and ESCs are required to be part of a 
Business Advisory Council (BAC)

● There are over 110 BACs throughout the state
● BACs are composed of educators, local businesses, and community 

organizations
● Purpose is to create more relevant learning experiences for youth 

that include work-based opportunities and enduring partnerships 
between schools and local industries 

                                            Find your BAC 

https://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Career-Tech/Career-Connections/Business-Advisory-Councils


Greene County BAC 
Summer Career Camp



Emily Morgan emily@oanohio.org

Michele Ritchlin michele@oanohio.org

Sheila James sheila@oanohio.org 

Contact Us

mailto:emily@oanohio.org
mailto:michele@oanohio.org
mailto:sheila@oanohio.org


Access this presentation here: 


