
From Spark to Success: 
Empowering Students with the Art 

of Pitching

Creativity - Problem Solving - Critical 
Thinking - Presentation Skills 

Workforce 
Readiness

Passion to 
product

Fun and easy 
resources



Agenda

● Why Entrepreneurial Mindset Skills?
● Why Pitch?
● Pitch Challenge Toolkit
● Educators as Students
● Reflection and Brainstorm
● YEI, YIPPEE, OST Challenge



Why Entrepreneurship Education

Every child will not become an entrepreneur,
But entrepreneurship education:

– Prepares young people for 21st century lives

– Teaches critical hard and soft skills

– Develops the entrepreneurial mindset***





How it helps meet 21st CCLC grant goals

Boosts ELA and math skills

Strategy for career awareness, exploration 
and workforce readiness

Authentic community engagement 



World Economic Forum Jobs of the Future 
Report - Top 10 Skills

2023-2027
In 2020

1. Complex Problem Solving
2. Critical Thinking
3. Creativity
4. People Management
5. Coordinating with Others
6. Emotional Intelligence
7. Judgment and Decisions
8. Service Orientation
9. Negotiation

10. Cognitive Flexibility

In 2015
1. Complex Problem Solving
2. Coordinating with Others
3. People Management
4. Critical Thinking
5. Negotiation
6. Quality Control
7. Service Orientation
8. Judgment and Decisions
9. Active Listening

10. Creativity

https://www.weforum.org/stories/2023/05/future-of-jobs-2023-skills



https://casel.org/casel-gateway-preparing-workforce-of-tomorrow/

https://casel.org/casel-gateway-preparing-workforce-of-tomorrow/


Entrepreneurial Skills = Employability Skills

https://cte.ed.gov/initiatives/employability-skills-framework



Entrepreneurial Skills = Employability Skills

https://cte.ed.gov/initiatives/employability-skills-framework



Youth 
Entrepreneurship 
connected to broader 
business ecosystem 
magnifies assets for 
youth

  



Ikigai

● Japanese concept

● A reason for being

● Aligns skills and passions for 
purpose



Standard Alignment

● Many ELA Standards covered

● All categories of standards

● All steps of Pitch Toolkit



How to teach the Pitch Challenge

• Set the stage: What and when do you 
pitch?

• Explain benefits: Why pitch?

• Lessons: Support for 5 key steps



Overview

• 30-90 second presentation

• Make the listener curious

• Create a safe space to fail – “Glows” and “Grows”!

• Lessons modified according to time and group size



Student Pitch Winners

K-4 5-8 9-12

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b47w5xxGmeI
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bFz0WKLLlU0
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FM1WWXDzQQ0


Pitch Challenge Overview

  



Problem Identification

• Outcomes: Identify meaningful problem

• Warm Up: Ten Uses for a Shoe

• Main Event: A Day in the Life

• Pitching Activity: Scripted Pitches
Link

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1AKUUpc2P8hWRwxK7Pyjku3SdIHtBM87N/view


Business Opportunity

• Outcomes: Develop idea toward business

• Warm Up: Invention Mash-up

• Main Event: Problem or Need + Skills --> Solution

• Pitching Activity: Pitching Improv

                Link

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1VAAJaUuKtULhGJfrudzYg22KvvymyNx_/view


Pitch Content, Structure

• Outcomes: Understand and create a great pitch

• Warm Up: Favorite Things

• Main Event: Message Map

Link

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Ebsj_8_7fGmjXF6L0g1QKVDWlvPoDLuO/view


Pitch Practice

• Outcomes: Improve presentation skills, confidence

• Warm Up: Elevator Pitch Essentials

• Main Event: Iterative Practice

• Pitching Activity: Pen Exercise

Link

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1lDGbr2IDVryhGHgDOMjmpZv87akeBm1q/view


Coaching and Filming

• Outcomes: Coach successful pitch presentation

• Warm Up: Practice, Practice, Practice

• Main Event: Live Presentation Preparation

• Pitching Activity: Film or Live PresentationLink

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1QZxogIiGFZsutshSArIUOXb0IPYRoG34/view


Sustainability and
 Environment

Social
Entrepreneurship

STEM/
Technology

Category Lessons
Sports/

Recreation
Product
Creation



Social Entrepreneurship & Community Ideas

• Outcomes: Empathy for 
Community 

• Warm Up: Walk in Other’s Shoes

• Main Event: Smash-up

• Pitching Activity: Start Storming
Link

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1t5XK-6-AgnQHwil3DgpjacwNK0rstMIn/view?usp=drive_link


Technology & STEM Innovation

• Outcomes: Many paths to one solution

• Warm Up: Chain Storytelling

• Main Event: Journey of User

• Pitching Activity: Step-by-step 
Storytelling Link

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1xspSA9-MxvrypeHlJlK8qehO0m5-lhjq/view?usp=drive_link


Sustainability and Environment

• Outcomes: Solutions through multiple 
perspectives

• Warm Up: Viewpoint Identification

• Main Event: Discussion and Compromise

• Pitching Activity: Empathetic Solutions

Link

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1LD3P2bO9tuvphPhTRxCvN8s5X-NKJjHb/view?usp=drive_link


Sports & Recreation

• Outcomes: Enhance one aspect of sport

• Warm Up: Exploration and Identification

• Main Event: Trends and Enhancement

• Pitching Activity: Innovation 
Presentation Link

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1naH9LYbjkruO8MEMTf7iYpRaWZc0mm9I/view?usp=drive_link


Product Innovation

• Outcomes: Development of product

• Warm Up: Mash-up

• Main Event: Identification and 
Brainstorm

• Pitching Activity: Prototype and 
Presentation Link

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Qv8dfapEh32E6LbcWluuTqjDO69VM5Y_/view?usp=drive_link


Connect to Passion

● Interests/talents connected with wants/needs

● Reflections and brainstorms

● Resources - YEI, YIPPEE, OST Pitch Challenge



Entrepreneurship Pathway to Workforce 
Readiness Toolkit

● 12 one-hour sessions
● Job shadowing/mentoring 

component
● Students develop a business 

idea and develop pitch
● Pitch competition or showcase



yippee.exchange
Use “YEIELIZ” for an 
extra 100 points



YIPPEE Products for you!

Little Science Lab
STEM x Entrepreneurship

Entreprenew
Business Concepts

MediaSpark
Simulations

Slyngshot
Problem to Pitch

…and many more!



For More Information

Visit our website 
www.youngentrepreneurinstitute.org

Liz Nusken
Out of School Time Consultant
yei-ost@us.edu

Elizabeth Chois
Senior Manager, Education
EChois@us.edu

mailto:yei-ost@us.edu
mailto:EChois@us.edu



